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Tonganoxie Recreation Commission’s youth theater production of “The Lion,

the Witch and the Wardrobe takes place outside due to pandemic

By Shawn F. Linenberger
slinenberger@
tonganoxiemirror.com

The show went on this
past weekend at Tongan-

oxie VFW Park.
Tonganoxie Recreation
Commission’s annual sum-
mer theater production
normally takes place at the
Tonganoxie Performing

Arts Center on the Ton-
ganoxie High School cam-
pus with a big cast of local
children participating in the
community event.

Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, TRC made some
adjustments.

This year’s production,
“The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe,” had two
shows, Friday night and Sat-
urday morning, at the VFW
Park.

Assistant TRC director
Brad Eccles encouraged
families of the cast mem-
bers to practice proper
social distancing and take
other precautions when at-
tending the shows.

The cast also was limited
to 40 members in an effort
to also minimize the size of
group gatherings.

Joel Moraille played the
role of Peter, while Dayton
Schoenhofer was Susan.

Angelo Moraille took on
the role of Edmund, while

Bailey Wyatt was Lucy,
Benji Thoennes was Mr.
Tumnus and Lilly Pruitt
was the White Witch.
Additionally, Trent Burge
was the Dwarf, Taylor
Brents was Mr. Beaver and
Addi Schooler Mrs. Beaver,
Isabel Moran the Wolf, Ma-
son Schooler was Father
Christmas and Conner Ves-
tal played the role of Aslan.
Portraying the ensemble

of animals were Allison
Baldwin, Blake Baldwin,
Tyler Baldwin, Maddox Bat-
tin, Abigail Blanka, Ashlyn
Brune, Avery Brune, Betsy
Burge, Jakob Burge, Lillian
Burge, Hudson Caldwell,
Quincy Caldwell, Nora
Eccles, Reese Eckstein, An-
nalise Fouts, Lily Fouts,
Eden Hodges, Leah Hodges,
Aria Jeffery, Lukas Lyman,
Danielle Miller, Eliana Mo-

et &

Photo courtesy of Brad Eccles

YOUTHS ACT OUT A SCENE DURING Tonganoxie Recreation Commission’s summer youth theater produc-
tion of “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.” Youths put on the play at Tonganoxie VFW Park
this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The annual summer production normally takes place at
the Tonganoxie Performing Arts Center on the Tonganoxie High School campus.

raille, Ella Moran, Addison
Owen, Ella Pruitt, Mad-
die Pruitt, Riley Robinson,
Max Thoennes and Fiona
Thoennes.

Director for this year’s
play was Bob Linebarger.
Jacob Brents served as stage
manager, assistant direc-
tor and narrator and Tyler
Baldwin handled program
and poster art for the pro-
duction.

McLouth
getting ready
for promotion,
graduation

By Shawn F. Linenberger
slinenberger@tonganoxiemirror.com

Students in McLouth USD 342 are
preparing to finally have their gradua-
tion celebrations.

McLouth Middle School will have
its promotion at 8 p.m. Friday at Stan
Braksick Sports Complex and then the
McLouth High School Class of 2020
will have its commencement exercises
at 8 p.m. Saturday at the football sta-
dium in McLouth.

The school district on Monday an-
nounced that it still was moving for-
ward with plans at this time for both
MHS and MMS ceremonies.

“USD 342 is still anticipating holding
promotion and graduation ceremonies
this week,” the post read. “We continue
to see changes in the current Covid-19
situation and will share additional de-
tails and information as soon as they
are available. Thank you for your pa-
tience and understanding and we look
forward to celebrating our graduates.”

Co-valedictorians this year at MHS
are Dakota Schupp, Elizabeth Funk and
Levi Thomas.

The school district Facebook page
has been posting various tributes and
congratulations to MHS seniors the
last few weeks. The Mirror will report
on potential updates online and in so-
cial media at tonganoxiemirror.com
and on the newspaper’s Facebook and
Twitter pages.

Gov. Kelly requires masks, checks for fever at schools

State school board to decide today whether to approve her order to delay opening schools until after Labor Day

By John Hanna
The Associated Press

TOPEKA - Democratic
Gov. Laura Kelly issued
an order Monday requir-
ing masks and daily tem-
perature checks in the
state’s K-12 schools, set-
ting some coronavirus-
inspired rules that are
stricter than guidelines
adopted by the Repub-
lican-controlled State
Board of Education.

Kelly also released the
text of a proposed order
to delay the reopening
of public and private ele-
mentary, middle and high
schools for three weeks
from mid-August until
Sept. 9, after the Labor
Day holiday. Kansas law
requires the state school
board’s approval for a
delay. The state school
board is scheduled to
meet this morning.

The Democratic gover-
nor’s plans for schools are
inspiring criticism from
Republicans in the GOP-
controlled  Legislature
and conservatives outside
state government already
critical of her handling of
the pandemic. The small-
government, free-market
Kansas Policy Institute,
influential with GOP con-
servatives, called Kelly’s
actions “simply unwar-
ranted.”

Kansas has seen the
number of reported novel
coronavirus cases more

than double since June
10, when its rolling seven-
day average of new cases
per day bottomed out af-
ter peaking in early May.
The state now has re-
ported more than 23,000
cases and more than 300
COVID-19-related deaths.

“I am taking a stand for
what I know is right,” Kel-
ly said. “Putting over half
a million kids and faculty
in daily, large gatherings
is the exact opposite of
what health experts have
urged us to do.”

The State Board of
Education unanimously
approved 1,100 pages of
guidance for the state’s
286 local public school
boards last week, setting
out what it considers best
practices. But it stopped
short of imposing a man-
date, reflecting the state’s
long tradition of allowing
local boards to make de-
cisions about operations.

The board recom-
mended daily tempera-
ture checks for all teach-
ers and staff as they enter
school buildings, while
Kelly’s rules include stu-
dents in the requirement.
The board mandated
masks for all teachers,
staff and middle and high
school students, while
Kelly is mandating masks
for all students, exempt-
ing children under 5 who
visit schools.

Kelly’s order does
make exceptions to the
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KANSAS GOV. LAURA KELLY DISCUSSES an executive order requiring mask wearing and daily
temperature checks in all public and private K-12 schools during a news conference Monday

at the Statehouse in Topeka.

mask rule for eating, peo-
ple with medical condi-
tions or disabilities that
prevent wearing masks
and activities for which it
is “unsafe or impossible”
to wear them.

“Where Kansas goes
from here is up to each
and every one of us,” she
said. “We can still flatten
the curve and slow the
spread of this disease.”

Both the Kansas Pol-
icy Institute and Senate
President Susan Wagle, a
Wichita Republican, have
urged people to contact
the State Board of Educa-
tion and ask it to reject
Kelly’s plan to delay the
restart of school. Wagle
said Monday that law-
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makers intended to have
local officials make such
decisions.

“My hope remains that
the board sticks to the
plan they developed to
open schools safely rather
than sign off a one-size-
fits-all mandate,” Wagle
said in a statement.

Republicans also criti-
cized what they called
a “one-size fits all” ap-
proach of having state-

wide restrictions on
businesses and public
gathering.

Kelly lifted such state-
wide restrictions on May
26, after weeks of pres-
sure from GOP lawmak-
ers.
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schools, Kelly’s

critics note that only 1.4%
of the state’s reported
coronavirus hospitaliza-
tions and none of the re-
ported COVID-19-related
deaths are in children un-
der 18, event though they
accounted for 8.4% of all
infections as of Monday.

But the governor point-
ed to the recent rise in to-
tal reported cases to justi-
fy her actions on schools.

The state Department
of Health and Environ-
ment said Monday that
Kansas saw total cases
grow by 6.2% since Fri-
day.

The department said
there were 1,369 new
cases to bring the total to
23,334, but infections are
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thought to be far more
numerous because many
people have not been
tested, and people can be
infected without feeling
sick.

The average number of
new cases a day over the
previous seven days was
468. That was better than
the 479 for the seven days
ending Friday. But on
June 10, the seven-day av-
erage for new cases was
only 92.

The number of COV-
ID-19-related deaths re-
ported by the department
increased by eight to 307
for an increase of 2.7%.
Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty put the tally at 309.

Since June 10, 39 coun-
ties have seen their num-
ber of reported cases at
least triple. The state has
reported cases in all but
three of the state’s 105
counties.

Ellis County, in north-
west Kansas, has seen its
reported cases rise from
14 to 90, and Kelly said
it’s seen a surge arising
from Fourth of July cel-
ebrations.

The state reported only
two coronavirus cases for
Phillips County in north-
west Kansas on June 10
and 36 on Monday.

Kelly attributed the in-
crease to an outbreak in
among residents and staft
at a 35-bed nursing home
in the small town of Lo-
gan.
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