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SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY BY SUPPORTING
THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES

Good Shepherd offers popular shopping
spot while helping greater community

By Shawn F. Linenberger
slinenberger@tonganoxiemir-
ror.com

Good Shepherd Thrift
Shop and Food Bank has
served the Tonganoxie
community and sur-
rounding area for many
years from locations in
the downtown area.

Founders of the orga-
nization stressed that the
organization should al-
ways be part of the down-
town district, and Good
Shepherd has stayed on
that path.

The organization start-
ed in 1987 when 10 Ton-
ganoxie churches joined
together to form the
nonprofit  organization
that assists those in need.
Good Shepherd func-
tioned initially in tempo-
rary spaces before having
a home for many years at
what is now Magdalenas
at Fourth and Shawnee
streets between Tongan-
oxie United Methodist
and Tonganoxie Friends
churches.

But in 2015, Good Shep-
herd moved from its two-
level, 2,300-square-foot
facility about a block
and a half to the east and
across the street. Good
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Shepherd Thrift Shop
and Food Bank has been
at its current one-level,
9,300 square-foot space
for about five years now
at 423 E. Fourth St.
Though the store is
open limited days due to
the COVID-19 pandemic,
visitors can again shop
in the store 9 am.-2 p.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays. Clients visit-
ing for assistance can vis-
it 9-11 a.m. on those days.
“Right now, the do-
nations have been so
wonderful,” said Valerie
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Francis, Good Shepherd
board president. “That is
overwhelming.”

Some 60 volunteers
work together to keep the
organization moving for-
ward.

“They’re a super good
group of people,” Francis
said.

Visitors are asked to
wear masks as of now.
The board’s next meet-
ing is July 7, so members
will assess the situation at
that point and determine
whether there will be any
changes regarding CO-
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GOOD SHEPHERD THRIFT SHOP AND FOOD BANK as been a fixture in downtown Tonganoxie since
1987. The nonprofit organization has been at its current location the past five years.

VID-19 guidelines at the
shop and food bank.

“'m not sure how
much longer we’re going
to do that,” Francis said.

The board president
said that Good Shepherd
did its best to prepare for
an anticipated higher de-
mand for food and assis-
tance with economic ef-
fects of the pandemic, but
said it “boggles my mind”
that demand hasn’t been
higher. Good Shepherd
continues to be ready to
assist the community as
best it can.
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“We were geared up
for it,” Francis said. “Basi-
cally we still are.”

The organization
provides assistance to
residents of both Leav-
enworth and Jefferson
counties.

Good Shepherd ac-
cepts donations during
normal shop hours. The
only items it doesn’t ac-
cept are mattresses, baby
beds, televisions or com-
puters. It does accept
working monitors.

“We can get some re-
ally interesting stuff in,”
Francis said.

The organization
strives to help all resi-
dents in need in the two
counties, but Francis
stressed that Good Shep-

herd also likes to focus on
veterans.
Francis said Good

Shepherd also welcomes
suggestions for assisting
additional groups.

“Someone who has an
idea or knows of a need,
we would love to have
them contact us,” she
said. “We’re always look-
ing for worthwhile pro-
grams to support.

“We help with several
organizations in the Ton-
ganoxie area.”
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The Good Shepherd
board reviews those sug-
gestions and then deter-
mines whether the orga-
nization can help.

The shop and food
bank operates in the for-
mer Pelzl’s Do-It Best
Hardware and V and S
Variety Store, as well as
the former banquet room
for the former Bichel-
meyer’s Steakhouse. The
rest of the former steak-
house now is the Bruns-
wick Ballroom.

Janet Stuke, who co-
ordinates the food bank,
said that having the facil-
ity on one level as been
a great asset, as it is all
handicapped accessible.

“That is a wonderful,

wonderful thing,” she
said.
Good Shepherd contin-

ues to be a popular spot
for shoppers in the down-
town area as well.

“I think it has been a
good thing, just for all
other downtown busi-
nesses to have that pres-
ence,” Stuke said.

For more about Good
Shepherd, including up-
dates on special sales and
other notifications, visit
its Facebook page or call
913-845-3964.
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